
 

'Miracle' if lives not lost in NSW fires: premier

IT will be miraculous if no lives are lost to bushfires on a
difficult and dangerous night ahead in NSW, Premier Barry
O'Farrell says.

Hundreds of properties are feared destroyed in bushfires around
the state, with up to 30 known to be lost at Springwood, in the
Blue Mountains.

Mr O'Farrell said that despite a change cooling the weather where
fires were burning, the danger was not over.

"It has been a difficult, damaging and dangerous day and these
conditions are not going to be over quickly," he told reporters at
Rural Fire Service headquarters in Sydney today.

"Weather conditions are changing, it will take some days until we
see the end of these fires.

"And I suspect that if we get through that without the loss of life we should thank God for miracles."

More than 90 fires were burning across NSW at 6.30pm (AEDT), 36 of them uncontained.

There are also unconfirmed reports of properties being lost at North Doyalson, on the Central Coast; at Lithgow; at
Yanderra and Balmoral, in the Southern Highlands; and in Port Stephens, where a fire is burning near Newcastle Airport
which has been closed.

Elsewhere in NSW, fires of grave concern to authorities are burning at Leppington, near Camden, west of Sydney, at
South Nowra, on the south coast, and at Muswellbrook, in the Hunter Valley.

Six fires were of most concern, burning aggressively and causing destruction, RFS commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons
said.

"We have many hours yet still to run," he said.

"It is going to be a long, difficult and dangerous evening ahead for firefighters and obviously the communities in the path
of these fires."

"If we get through today losing less than 100 homes, we'll have been very lucky," Rural Fire Service spokesman Anthony
Clark said.

Meanwhile, a CSIRO expert has warned that loss of life is likely.

"History has shown us that on average one life is lost for every 17 houses," Justin Leonard, CSIRO's research leader for
bushfire urban design, said.

"The majority of these lives are lost within a few hundred metres of homes."

He advised people to use their home as a refuge and not to flee at the last moment.

Firefighters are expecting a reprieve in the weather tomorrow, but warn the hot dry conditions are due back by the end of
the weekend.

Mr Fitzsimmons said it was too soon to estimate how many properties had been lost, adding "we'll be counting properties
in the dozens, if not the hundreds".

"We are talking about destructive fire grounds and some pretty extraordinary fire behaviour," he said.
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Smoke from the NSW bushfires hangs over central Sydney. Picture: Renee Nowytarger Source: TheAustralian

Dan Weatherhead posted this view of the Springwood fire
looking toward Winmalee from Warrimoo Oval. Picture: Twitter
Source: Twitter


